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God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
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~and serving others in lov e. 
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Helping people discov er Jesus 
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   SPIRIT 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

Dear Friends: 

 At the beginning of 2013, I asked the staff 
to set some ministry and personal goals for 
themselves. I set several for myself. One of them 
was to do a personal, in-depth Bible study of 
Colossians, a letter by Paul. I wanted to study the 
letter because of a book, “The Explicit Gospel” by 
Pastor Matt Chandler. The author focuses on 
Colossians as a core letter for the Gospel. We 

went through Colossians a few years ago in a sermon series entitled 
“Metamorphosis”. So, I asked myself, “How does Colossians present 
the Gospel – the Good News; the tidings?” 

 After reading and reflecting on the first chapter, I saw anew 
Paul’s description of our life as a ‘disciple of Jesus’ or ‘our life in 
Christ’. Paul said he was praying for the Colossians so that they, “…
may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way.”  
– Colossians 1:10. Paul goes on to fill in the details of this life; where 
we learn about it; what we do; how we’re empowered, etc…but the 
key, or goal, of this verse is a life worthy of the Lord; a life that 
pleases Him. 

 As I live my life of purpose, I sometimes substitute my own 
purpose for God’s. I look at the small, day by day goals, and without 
realizing it, have changed them from just pleasing God to pleasing 
God and me. I am not focused on the goals – to live a life worthy of 
the Lord; a life that pleases Him. 

 What I recognize is that it’s the small things I do and say that 
gets me off track. It’s a flash of anger, or doing something that 
pleases people when I should be pleasing God. I tell God that I am 
not like “others”, comparing myself to others, rather than the Son of 
God.  

 As I move forward, my prayer life will include praying that I will 
live a life worthy of the Lord; a life that pleases Him, in every way. I 
will also be praying for you. I pray that you too will have this as your 
purpose for living, and I pray for us as GVBC – as His people, His 
Light, in the South Bay, that we live that life.  

His child, 

ctáàÉÜ fàxäx 
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THANKS BE TO GOD 

PROFILE OF PATSY KUWATA 

BY KATHY AISO 

Patsy Kuwata is thankful for a miracle f rom God, which saved her life. In 
December 2005, Patsy suffered a devastating hemorrhagic stroke to the 
brain. She was rushed to UCLA/Harbor Medical Center’s I.C.U. The 
prognosis for Patsy’s recovery was dim. Most likely, the stroke would 
leave her with serious side effects or death. In speaking of  Patsy’s 
recovery, both Patsy and her husband, Frank Kuwata af f irmed, “It was a 
miracle!” 

“Please make Patsy well” 

After spending several hours with Patsy that f irst day in I.C.U., Frank 
went home to shower and take a nap. At home, he knelt at their bedside, 
crying as he prayed to God, “Please make Patsy well.” 

Patsy had the company of loving family and f riends 24-hours a day for 30 days in I.C.U. at 
UCLA/Harbor Medical Center. Family, f riends, and neighbors took different shif ts to ensure she 
would see a familiar face, coming out of the coma. At the beginning, she could barely move and 
didn’t talk. 

Jeopardy! 

In addition to Frank’s prayers, f riends and relatives in Japan, Hawaii and the Southern California 
area also prayed for Patsy. God answered as she began a slow process of recovery. One month 
af ter the stroke, Patsy was taken by ambulance f rom Harbor/UCLA to Los Alamitos 
Rehabilitation Hospital in Downey. One day, she was able to copy the therapist’s thumb-to-
f inger motions on one hand. She received intensive therapy and was released to go home af ter 
one month in rehab. In the ensuing six months she went back to Rancho Los Amigos once a 
week on an outpatient basis. During this six-month period, she also performed a set of  30 
exercises daily. Gradually, she was able to help cook in the kitchen, using a knife to cut 
vegetables and she gradually regained her speech. She still had a hard time getting around, but 
surprised Frank one day when answering a question f rom the T.V. program, Jeopardy. 

Frank and Patsy were so thankful as she continued to recover. She reached the point where she 
could do most things, even drive (although presently she does not drive). 

Getting around was easier and no longer a problem. The stroke lef t her with some memory 
def icits for some dates and events in the past. Other than that, she is f ine. Patsy is back to doing 
one of  her favorite pastimes, cooking. 

In search of a church 

In thanksgiving to God for what He had done, the Kuwatas sought God by looking for a church 
to attend. Through the Japanese newspaper, Rafu Shimpo,” they saw three Japanese Christian 
churches in the South Bay listings. GVBC was one. They attended all three churches a few 
times before deciding to attend GVBC regularly. The pastors at all three churches gave good 
sermons, but what f inally led them to GVBC was the worship with hymns which were projected 
on the screen. “It was like reading poetry, seeing the hymns written on the screen,” Patsy 
recalled. The joyful worship and sermons both ministered to the Kuwatas. 

After Frank wrote a request on the communication card to learn more about Christianity, Pastor 
Ron Matsuda made a few visits to the Kuwatas’ home. The Kuwatas also took Pastor Ron’s 
Basic Christianity classes at GVBC which they described as, “Super valuable.” They also 
learned a lot f rom GVBC’s Bible Basics class taught by Stan Terasaki, Pastor Rodney Tanaka, 

(Continued on page 3) 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
His love endures forever.” 

— PSALM 107:1 
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Another Christmas season is over, and the crew was busy cleaning up f rom the many activities. It was 
sad to see all the Christmas decorations taken down on Work Day. Scraping candle wax drippings off  
the community hall f loor and mats was a tedious job. Other projects included: 

 
Cleaning the roof  
Re-gluing the kitchen laminate cupboards 
Replacing the ice machine water f ilter 
Weeding 
Cleaning and resupplying the sanctuary 
Replacing burnt fuse in the 6-unit rental’s electrical panel 
Ref illing the propane tanks 
Taking our e-waste to the recycling center 

 
We are grateful to all those who came out to help keep GVBC looking great, with special thanks to the 
families, the Aviados, the Noguchis and Tsukamotos. The next Work Day is February 2, starting at 8 
AM. Everyone is invited, no experience necessary. 

JANUARY WORK DAY 

and Pastor Annette Kakimoto. They are now on their fourth round of taking Pastor Ron’s Basic 
Christianity Class (BCC). “Each time, Frank and I learn something new,” Patsy affirmed about the 
BCC. The Kuwatas enjoy attending both the Sunday morning worship services and the once-a-
month bilingual Saturday whorship services headed up by Pastor Eiji Osato. Through the BCC, 
the Kuwatas eventually felt led to accept Christ as their Lord and Savior some time between 
2007 and 2010. In summer 2012, they were baptized and became members of  GVBC. 

Patsy enjoys doing ministry 

Patsy enjoys doing ministry herself . In ministering to seniors, Patsy cooks and bakes which the 
seniors might not be able to get. She shares her dishes at the fellowship and ref reshment time in 
between f irst and second services. Some of  Patsy’s dishes have included Spanish rice, shirai 
and miso soup (Japanese entrees), azuki bean Jello, kahlua chocolate cake, banana bread, 
persimmon bread and bread pudding. “I love doing it!” Patsy beams. 

Grew up not knowing the true meaning of Christianity 

A native of  Kauai, Hawaii, Patsy grew up attending a small Christian congregation church. 
Although Patsy and her four siblings attended church regularly (along with their mother who was 
a Christian), she grew up not knowing the true meaning of  Christianity. She thought if she was 
good, she would go to heaven, but if  she was bad, she would go to hell. 

From age f ive, she attended church until her graduation f rom Waimea High School in 1951. She 
attended and completed secretarial coursework at Honolulu Business College in 1953. She 
moved to Los Angeles in search of a more lucrative job which would provide her with the means 
to send money home to help support the family. She got a job and started sending money home 
to the family. 

In 1953 through Patsy’s cousin, Dave Uyesato, she met her future husband, Frank. They dated 
for a few months until Frank was draf ted into the U.S. Army. He served for two years and was 
discharged in January, 1956. They were married in May 1956 in Las Vegas. In speaking about 
Frank, Patsy shared, “He is good at everything!”  The Kuwatas have two adult sons, Dean and 
Kevin. 

Thankful for each day of life 

Patsy is thankful for each day of  her life. She considers it a gif t f rom God. As she continues to 
gain knowledge f rom the sermons, study the Word in Pastor Ron’s “Basic Christianity” class, 
fellowship with other Christians, and pray, she continues steady spiritual growth. 

(Patsy Kuwata Continued from page 2) 
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OUR MISSION FIELD 

From Edison Elementary School, 3800 182nd Street, Torrance 

Room 10’s f irst grade class (teacher is Mrs. Gloria Matoba) made over 200 red, green and white 
construction-paper Christmas stockings f illed with a candy cane for the Friday Food Ministry, 
which serves the homeless at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Lawndale. 

The Friday Food Ministry is headed up by Gerald Mayewaki (see article in the Spirit Issue16 dated 
October 3, 2012 on page 2) with Robert Kato cooking and other volunteers serving. Since 
November 2011, this ministry has been serving dinner to approximately 80 homeless and needy 
people of  all ages. They provide a comforting place where they can relax, eat, and be presented 
with God’s Word through two inspirational speakers (Pastor Rodney Tanaka being one of them). 

The Friday Food Ministry serves on the f irst, third, and f ifth Fridays of  each month. Volunteers 
welcome to sign up for various shifts. To volunteer, catch Gerald around the church or call the 
off ice and he will contact you. 

Edison Elementary Room 10’s handcraf ted candy cane stockings were handed out on Friday, 
December 21 with each dinner served. Thank you so much, Room 10, for helping comfort the 
homeless at Christmas. 

Philip and Corenne Smith, American Baptist Churches USA — 

International Ministries, Brazil 

Beginning January 2013, by God's grace, the founding mission in 
Brazil has been fulf illed!  Both of the ministries, Campinas and Hope 
Mountain (HM) are now being funded by the local Brazilian 
community.  

In 2013, the Campinas ministry, which provides a program to rescue 
and transform street children and move them toward self -suff iciency, 
was scaled back so it could be fully funded by local resources (just 
over $150,000 per month). "The original Campinas ministry, if  slightly 

smaller, will f inally be self -suff icient," writes the Smiths. With HM, the Espirito Santo Governor's 
administration called a meeting and promised the government would pay 100% of  costs, if  a 
restorative program for teenagers, approved by them, would be developed. 

At the state prison, these teenagers were tortured, abused and even murdered in their cells, so 
the government wanted a viable, safe alternative. A program was developed by HM, along with 
Prison Fellowship Brazil and others, which met the administration's approval. It involves "positive 
peer culture," where the teens commit to staying and completing their sentences based on peer 
accountability. 

Last October, there was another surprise turn f rom the Governor's administration. The 
administration asked if HM could basically take over the entire youth prison system for the greater 
Vitoria region. If  the proposal is approved, the state's funding for HM would be over $400,000 per 
month. 

The Smiths request prayer for this massive undertaking, which if  approved, will provide truly 
unlimited opportunities!  With the dollars f reed up in the U.S. because of  the turn of  events in 
Brazil, Hope Unlimited will be able to fulf ill its founding mission which is exploring opportunities 
beyond Brazil. Philip will soon make an exploratory trip to Mozambique, the poorest of African 
countries, which God laid on Hope's founders 20 years ago as well as other impoverished areas. 
With a checklist of  carefully selected criteria, Philip will assess the impact of the U.S. dollar to 
meet the needs of each area. 

The Smiths are faithfully seeking the Lord in prayer about where they could be used the most in 
their yet unnamed next ministry. Please pray about this trip, the Smith's next ministry, as well as 
their f inancial support. They depend on American Baptist Churches to underwrite their support so 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Our prayers and condolences to those who have lost loved ones 
� Our deepest sympathies are with Stephanie & Scott Ueda and family on the loss of Steph’s 

sister-in-law, Valerie Isozaki. Funeral services will be Monday, January 28, 1:30 PM at GVBC. 
Paul Hirano will be off iciating. 

� Condolences also to Mae Kobayashi and family on the passing of her husband, James Jin. 
Funeral services will be Saturday, January 12, 11 AM with Daniel Matsuda officiating.  

Letters to our church family 
� GVBC, A belated thank you for sending me the beautiful orchid f lower. It stayed in bloom for a 

long time and I really enjoyed watching them every day. It took me a little longer to recover 
this time, but I’m fine now. Thank you again and may I wish you all a merry, merry Christmas 
and a happy, healthy new 2013! Love, Evelyn Mayewaki 

FAMILY NEWS 

Hope Unlimited Funds can go to the f ield. Currently, the Smith's monthly/annual commitments 
average about 60%. Good News!  Now every dollar sent f rom the U.S. will be equivalent to 
spending $14 in Brazil. "What an incredible return on investment!" writes the Smiths. 

Sheryl & Pete Silzer, Wycliffe Bible Translator 

"Without your prayers and f inancial support, I would not be able to 
continue. God continues to amaze me with HIs provisions through each of  
you," writes Sheryl. 

God sent Sheryl in 2012 to minister worldwide in Barcelona, Spain; 
Bogota, Colombia; Lima, Peru; Papua New Guinea (twice), Australia, and 
New Zealand. Sheryl was also given the opportunity to speak at the 
National Multicultural Conference in Charlotte, North Carolina in April, 
Evangelical Theological Society Conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 
November, and the Urbana Missions Conference in St. Louis, Missouri in 
December. 

Two big positives highlighted 2012 for the Silzers! 

• A trainee, who ran two workshops independently, is now looking for a fulltime position as a 

multicultural consultant. 

• The other highlight was when Sheryl led two workshops with multicultural teams who 
processed their conf licts and as a result and improved their teamwork. 

Thank you for keeping the Silzers, Smiths, and all our missionaries in your prayers. 

(Our Mission Feild Continued from page 4) 



Page 6 � � � � 
   SPIRIT 

CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact event 
leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 
� GVBC Bilingual Saturday Worship Services 

Every second Saturday of the month. The next one 
is on Saturday, January 12, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. 
Refreshments served in Room 201 af ter the service. 
Everyone welcome.  

� EPIC College & Young Adult Winter Retreat 

Friday, January 18 to Sunday, January 20. Our 
winter retreat will be up in Big Bear. Kyle Shimazaki 
is the special speaker. To sign up contact Chris 
Koga, chris@gvbc.net or James Cheng, ext. 682, 
james@gvbc.net. 

� Winter Quarter Community Groups Startup 

Winter Quarter will run for 8 weeks, starting on 
Sunday, January 20 and ending on Sunday, March 
10. Our groups provide genuine, loving relationships 
throughout and beyond the church. Each quarter we 
offer a wide variety of groups who ref lect a diversity 
of  ages, life stages, and needs. Groups are held in 
nearby homes or on our church campus. 
Registration and Community Group brochures will 
be in the Narthex starting Sunday, January 13 until 
Sunday, January 20. For more information contact 
Pastor Annette Kakimoto via the office or email her: 
Annette@gvbc.net. 

� Obento Lunches during Super Bowl  

Sunday, February 3. Tickets are $8 each for a BBQ 
chicken teriyaki plate. Tickets will be on sale now. 
This Youth Ministry fundraiser provides for camp 
scholarships. You can buy tickets from individual 
students or go to the table in the Courtyard after 
Sunday services. Tickets also available in the office. 
On February 3 (Super Bowl Sunday), lunches can be 
picked up in the Community Hall between 10:30 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m. Thanks for your support! 

� Movie Event: Blazing Trail to the Souls of Men — 

Life of Kosuke Tomeoka 
Saturday, February 16, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary. The 
Evangelism Ministry will be showing this true and 
remarkable story of  Kosuke Tomeoka (1864-1934) 
who established the f irst young juvenile 
rehabilitation community in Japan called Katei 
Gakko — Family School. This facility still operates 
today. For more info, contact Marianne Matsuda or 
email her at mmatsuda3016@sbcglobal.net. 

� SAVE THE DATE: Annual Business Meeting 

Sunday, February 24, 5:00 p.m. potluck dinner,       
5:30 p.m. meeting, Community Hall. More info to come. 

� Office Closed 

Monday, February 18, President’s Day 
� Prime Timer’s Tours 

• February 19 (Tuesday) Down By the Seashore 
(Dana Point for Whale Watching Cruise). 
Approximate cost: $115 per person Depart at     
9:00 a.m. and return approximately by 6:00 p.m. 

• March 18 — 21 (Monday to Thursday) San 
Francisco Your Way Custom Tour (itinerary details 
and cost are yet to be determined). 

• April 9 (Tuesday) Space Shuttle Endeavor Tour. 
Approximate cost: $115 per person. Depart at  
10:15 a.m. and return approximately by 6:00 p.m. 

• May 16 (Thursday) Rail ‘n Sail in San Diego. 
Approximate cost: $115 per person. Depart at    
7:30 a.m. and return approximately by 7:00 p.m. 

• September 4 – 10 (Wednesday to Tuesday) 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana Custom Tour 
(itinerary details and cost are yet to be determined). 

 

NOTE:  Cost of the tour is based on the 19 – 29 
passengers. If we have more than 29 passengers, 
the rate will be less per person. 
 

Please make checks payable to Gardena Valley 
Baptist Church [tour name in subject line]. Questions 
and info contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi via the 
church office. 

 

Junior Winter Camp: 4th and 5th Graders 
Behold!  Encounter who God is, what He sees in you, 
and how the world encounters God through you. 
 

When: Friday, February 15 to Sunday, February 17 
Where: Forest Home (16 miles east of Redlands) 
Free: transportation to and f rom Forest Home 
Scholarships available 
Cost: $135 (DEADLINE January 20); $145 (DEADLINE 
January 27) 
Contact: Susan Wakuta, ext. 689, susan@gvbc.net or 
Aubrey Matsunami, ext. 678, aubrey@gvbc.net 
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The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. Announcements, 
praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 

 
Issue 2 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, January 23. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. 
All articles should be submitted by Sunday, January 20. 

ONLINE SERVICES NOW AVAILABLE 

 
Online services are now available through our website at 
www.gvbc.net. You have the ability to: 

Donate — with a credit or debit card, or you can set up a 

giving plan with your banking institution.  

Financial Statement — access your giving record. Can’t 

remember what fund you donated to, or how much, or info 

on your Nehemiah building fund? Check online! 

Family Record — change your address, phone #, email, or 

a variety of  family information. 

For more information, please contact Wendy, ext. 672 or 

email her at: wendy@gvbc.net. 

Dear family: 

Report on Advent Conspiracy 

Our goal of  $50,000 was the same as last year, 
however we came much closer, up 5% for a total 
of  $44,082. I pray that as you made conscious 
decisions to “worship fully, spend less, give more 
and love all” during the Advent season, that you 
are growing closer to Jesus. We are on a 
mission for our Lord and you have started to 
turn Christmas, which the world says is all 

about us, to a Christmas which is about Jesus and others.  

As a result of  your decisions, we are able to give: 

$4,408 to feed the hungry in Gardena through our  
Friday Night Ministry at St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
$19,837 to Charity Water to build an industrial well in Ethiopia  
$19,837 to send a team to Rifu Chapel in Japan this summer to 
partner with them on their English camp. 

Praise God! This is something to celebrate – what we collected and the plans we have! 

Paul writes in Colossians that it is our goal, our purpose, our mission to…”live a life worthy of the Lord and may 

please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work,…” – Colossians 1:10.  

God bless you in what you have done in the name of Lord.  

His child, 
Pastor Steve 

P.S. The water projects we have completed since starting Advent Conspiracy in 2010 are: 

India – Desdattabarh United High School Population serves:  1511 
Rwanda – Kanyuni Primary School  Population serves:    982 
Rwanda – Shagasha Primary School  Population serves:   851 
Rwanda – Rusasa Primary School  Population serves:  1105 
Rwanda – Burega School Complex  Population serves:  1169 

You can view our water projects by going to our website http://www.gvbc.net/#/sundays/advent-conspiracy 

Desdattabarh United High School, India 

Shagasha Primary School, Rwanda, Africa 
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James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Neighbo rhood, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordinato r (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor , ext. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main tenance Asst. ( pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 

Sunday, January 13/URBANA 
Pastor Christ Koga & the URBANA team 

 
 

New Series: The Word Became Flesh 
 

Sunday, January 20 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 1: 1-18 

 
Sunday, January 27 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 1: 19-34 
 

Sunday, February 3/Communion 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 1:35-51 

 
English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 


